reh, Jul 6, 2010


Pentagon Sailing Club (PSC) 

Boat Usage Policy and Procedures

A.  Policy.  

1.  It is the policy of the PSC that the primary use of club boats is for training.  Recreational use of the boats is encouraged, and members may use them whenever they are not in maintenance or being used to conduct training.  The boats are owned by the PSC, and members may exchange Frequent Volunteer Sea Mile (FVSM) coupons for their use of the boat.  If a member does not have an FVSM, then a fee of $25 will be charged. The River Commodore, in concert with the Boat Captains, is charged with the overall responsibility of making sure the boats are properly maintained, and he/she is the final authority over whether a boat is available for recreational use within the following guidelines.

2. Members who are qualified at the B-KBS level or above may skipper any of the PSC boats that are available.  They must also have on their person a current Boating Safety Certificate that is for operation of the boats in the District of Columbia.
3. Boats may not be checked out 5 days before a scheduled class.  This is to ensure their availability for the class.  See the PSC website for the events calendar.

4. Skippers must adhere to the Weather and Weather, and PFD policies of the PSC posted in the clubhouse and on the website.  Proposed night sails must be approved by the River Commodore, and skipper must have an “N” (night) rating.

5. Winter Sailing: From November through March, there must be three crewmembers onboard a vessel, and they must wear PFDs at all times. There will be no night sailing.

6. Normal Weekend and Holiday schedule: Morning Period is 0800-1200; Afternoon Period is 1300-1700. The use of FVSM or $25 fees is for one of those periods, not the whole day.  The exchange rate for FVSM coupons is on the Fee Schedule posted on the website: pentagonsailing.com.  Skippers will attach FVSM coupons, cash or checks to their float plans, and file them in the appropriate float plan book.

B.  Procedures. 

1. Members wanting to skipper a boat must send an email request to the River Commodore with a copy to the applicable Boat Captain for the boat he/she desires to use.  If the requested boat is not available, the River Commodore will assign another boat for use subject to the concurrence of the Boat Captain.
2. All skippers and their crew members must fill out and sign a River Release Form before going out in a boat for the first time each year.  Release forms are available on the PSC website and in the clubhouse.
3. A Float Plan must be filled out and posted in the clubhouse each time a boat is taken out.  The completed Float Plan should be filed in the applicable binder when the boat is returned.
4. Skippers are responsible for the proper operation of the boat, and the safety and conduct of their crewmembers while at the dock and underway.  ANY GROUNDINGS, COLLISIONS OR PERSONAL INJURIES REQUIRING MEDICAL ATTENTION OR OTHER SERIOUS MISHAPS MUST BE REPORTED TO THE RIVER COMMODORE OR OTHER AVAILABLE BRIDGE MEMBER AS SOON AS POSSIBLE UPON RETURNING TO THE DOCK.
5. Skippers are responsible for ensuring the boat book containing the boat’s registration, and all required safety equipment is onboard before leaving the dock.  Handheld radios must be turned on and tuned to Channel 16 at all times when underway.

6. Boat status, including the amount of fuel left in the fuel tank, must be reported to the Boat Captain upon return.  Use e-mail, unless the malfunction renders the boat unusable.  In that case, contact the River Commodore and/or Boat Captain immediately via phone.  This is to ensure the boat is repaired in time for its next use in the training program.  Although the boats are insured, the skipper is liable for the deductible should he/she damage the boat.
7. All equipment must be to be properly stowed, and the handheld radio and boat book returned to the clubhouse at the end of the sail.  The gas cans shall not be removed from the boats and fuel lines shall remain attached to motors.  Skippers will be denied further use of the boats if they fail to return the boat book or equipment.
